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Extra from a few general Direétions for the Conduét 
of young Gentlemen in the Univerfity of Oxford. 


§ feon as you are matriculated, and become a gownfman, 

inftin& will teach you not to be guilty of fuch weak- 
nefs as to pay the taylor for your cap and gown; thefe you 
muft have, and it is the taylor’s bufinefs to fupply you with 
them, As to what he may fuffer by nonepayment, make 
yourfelf eafy by reflecting that tradefmen of every defcription, 
ae fuch for the exprefs purpofe of being ruined by giving 
credit, and kicked when they complain, 

You will, doubtlefs, be ambitious of exhibiting your new 
omaments in publick, but do this gradually; firit, lounge be- 
fore the college gate, where you may have fevera! opportuni« 
ties of practifing dafbing things on a {mall fcale; fuch as 
fwearing and ftaring when ladies pafs bys {pitting on the 
Cloak of an old woman, or burfting into a loud laugh at fome 
fervitor, who deferves every kind of infult becaufe he is poor, 
modeft, and learned, thrce circumilances fufficiently pro 
voking, 

You may then venture to the parks, and, at laft, into the 
High-ftreet ; there you may be intelle@ually employed in 
watching the arrival of flage coaches; or you may faften 
your face to the window cf a print fhop, which is a ftanding 
fund of er itertainment. 

In college you have much to do in making acquaintances 
and filling up defiderata in the furniture of your rooms. On 
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he firft of thefe points, give up your whole confidence to 
thofe who {wear moft and duiuk moft; you may be fare they 
are men of a fuperior kind to thofe timid, cautious curs, who 
drink little and fwear lefs ; they will teach you liberal notions, 
and you will have the advantage of example, which, you 
know, is better than precept. They will teach you that learn. 
ing is a farce; religion a dare; your tutor a Quiz; and col. 
lege difciptine Monkifh nonfenfe. 

In the choice of your rooms, contrive that they fhall look 
into the ftreet, confulting in this a moft delightful plan of in- 
ftructive relaxation. Be fure to order a large foft fofa; you 
cannot remain in your room alone ona hot or rainy day without 
fleep; and this piece of furniture is infinitely more convenient 
for the purpofe than an arm chair. Get the moft expeatfive 
prints you can; they will ornament your room prodigioully, 
and not coft you more than fixpence to the porter who carries 
them back to the print {hop from whence you had them. Upon 
the fame principle, and as little expence, you may enjoy the 
luxuries of a handfome carpet, a fet of china ware, chairs, 
tables, window curtains, &c. If the tradefmen are weak 
enough to let you run in debt, you will not be weak enough 
to pay them; confidering that it is their bufincfs to get your 
money, and your’s to keep it from them; and every one, you 
know, thould mind his own bufinefs. 

You cannot fhew your face without thirteen or fourteen 
coats, three or four dozen waiftcoats, and as many pair of 
breeches; above all be fure to have a fcarlet coat, which, 
when dnowingly cut at the fkirts, and well powdered on the 
back, has a very genteel appearance. 

You are nothing without a horfe and a fervant, fo take care 
to become mafter of both immediately; they wil! do you credit 
if they are expentfive. 

I recommend to you not to get dead drunk every night, 
from no idea of there being any impropriety in that indul- 
gence, but for fear you fhould be unable to go into the ftreets 
and gratify yourfelf with diverfions neceflary to your ows 
comfort and the convenience of the inhabitants; not to mcn- 
tion the vulgarity of going to bed as early as fhopkeepers and 


other favages, which you might be forced to do, initead of lite 
ting up tli three or four in the morning, 

Your tutor is probably a Quiz; he muft be a clergyman; 
of itlelf enough to rioder him ridiculous ; he not omy 
underftands Latia and Greck, but would uave you do the 
fame, which is highly prepofterous; becauic you aie the belt 
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judge of what is requifite for you, nothe. Amongft other 
ablurdities he points out a courfe of reading. for in{truction 
and entertainment, and fpecifies authors from whom you can 
derive neither the one nor the other. Homer and Virgil are 
bundles of lies, Cicero and Demofthenes are pretty examples 
to fet before young minds; fellows exerting what little talénts 
they had to abufe and vilify other people. He would probably 
entice you into reading a book called “ Paradife Loft,” writ- 
ten by a Mr. Milton, which I folemnly warn you againft doing. 
He might, perhaps, throw out fome hints about “* Thomfon’s 
Seafons”’; that is poor ftuff, not having even lies to make it 
palatable. Then there is Johnfon’s Englifh Dictionary, a 
book as ufelefs as book can be; for every Englifbman under- 
ftands his own language. In general, I would fay, don’t read 
at all, 

Among petty amufements, I know none fuperior to that 
humane one of fetting two large dogs to mangle each other, 
or half a dozen of them to lacerate a cat. But nothing gives 
a higher flavour to the enjoyments of an Oxford life than 
retiring from it now asd then ; not to Woodftock or Abing~- 
don, but dire€tly to London, This is a grand fcheme, and 
proves the tafte and fire of a young fellow: It mutt, however, 
be done with circum{peftion ; you muft have money and your 
tutor’s permiffion. Get, therefore, a friend to write a letter 
toyou, detailing 2 fevere family misfortune, and your tutor 
will inftantly give you leave; yet {till the money may be 
wanting ; if, however, you are blefled with a good old aunt, or 
grandmother, write toher. Indeed if your father is a fox- 
hunter or fea captain, who entertains a liberal antipathy to 
books and parfons, you are fortunate ; but, if you are pellered 
with one in the Jikeneis of a clergyman, I fearce know 
what to advife, unlefs you fend in a lift of books which you 
are fure he has not, and which you muft get immediately. 
When you have the money, go to the London ftage, drefled 
asmuch like a coachman as poible, including your head ia 
that genteel covering called a Welch wig, and your body ina 
coat feven feet long, eight inches thick, and weighing about 
two hundred pounds ; the inconvenicncies of this, if any, are 
far exceeded by its keeping out rain and fun, and preventing 
any one from fufpe€ting you to bea gentleman. 

Take your place on the outfide, fit withthe driver, you will 
thus have an opportunity of having very polite converlation ; 
and, if you ingratiate yourfelf with the coachman by iwearing 
and paying for his gin, may be allowed to take the reins, and 
Q 2 overturn, 
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overturn, and be gratified by having crufhed a child to death, 
or broken the limbs of fome paflenger. 

I fhall not give any direétions for your amufement in Lon. 
don, but recommend you to live at a coffee-houfe, as the leat 
expenfive place, This is a plan of rational pleafurc, and may 
be repeated as often as it is in your power: You will always 
return improved in morals and manners, and with a double 
relifh for your ftudies ; the benefit derived from fuch trips is 
fo great that you are authorifed to find money for the indul- 
gence in any way you think proper, becaule, you know, when 
the end propofed is good, no matter for the means. 


K. M.N, 





Interefting Account of a new Route to the Eaft Indies by 
Aleppo and Bagdad ; exhibiting many curious Part. 
culars of the Cuftoms and Manners of the Turks. 


( Continued from Page 90.) 


S foon as this was conveyed to him, he feemed ftrongly 

agitated by anger; yet endeavoured to conceal his emo- 

tions under affe&ted contempt and derifion, which produced 

from him one of the moft fingular grins that ever yet marred 
the human phyfiognomy. At length he broke forth. 

“ You will write to Aleppo, will you? Foolifh Frank! 
they will not believe you ! By Mahomet, it would be well 
donc to hear the complaint of a wandering Frank againt 
Haflan Artaz—Haffan the faithful and the juft, who for tea 
years and more has becn the meflenger of an emperor, and 
the friend and confidant of Cadis, Bathaws, and Viccroys, and 
never yet was called fo much as liar ! Who, think you, poor 
inifguided one ! Who think you, would believe that 1 broke 
my promife °” 

“6 Why do you not then,” faid J, interrupting him, “ why 
do you not perform it by changing horles, when you are cone 
vinced in your confcience (if you have any ) that 1t was part of 
your agreement ?”—— Once for all I tell you,” interrupted 
he, “ I will not give up this horfe. There is not,” faid he 
gafconadingly, * there is not a Muflul-man that ever wore @ 
beard, not to talk of a wretched Frank, that fhould get tis 
horfe from under me; I would not yicld him to the Commander 
of the Faithful this minute, were he in your place: I would 
not, 1 tell you, Frank—and I have my owa reaions ry" 
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« [dare fay you have,” returned 1; “ love of your eafe, 
and fear of your bones.” 

At hearing this he grew quite outrageous—called Mahomet 
to witnefs that he did not know what it was to fear any thing—~ 
declared that he was convinced fome infernal fpirit had that 
day got pofleffion of me—and indced feemed wel] difpofed to 
gotologger-heads. At length obferving that I looked at him 
with fnecring contemptuous ‘defiance, he rode up along fide of 
me—I thought it was to ftrike, and prepared to defend myfelf. 
Iwas however miftaken ; he fnatched the reins out of my 
hand, and caught hold of them collected clofe at the horfe’s 
jaw; then fell flogging my horfe and {purring his own, till he 
got them both into full fpeed; nor did he ftop there, but con- 
tinued to belabour mine with his whip, and to fpur his own, 
driving headlong over every impediment that came in our way, 
till I really thought he had run mad, or defigned to kill me. 
Several times I was onthe point of {triking him with my whip, 
in order to knock him off his horfe—but as often patience pro- 
videntially came in to my afiiltance, and whifpered to me to 
forbear and fee it out. Mean time I confidered myfelf as 
being in fome danger; and yet fuch was the power he had 
over the cattle, that I found it impoflidl: to op him: So re- 
figning the event to the direction of Providence, I fuffered him 
without a further effort to proceed ; I calling bim every op- 
probrious name I could think of in * gua Franca, and he 
grinning, and calling me Dumus, Fiha/h, Burbl (\ e. hog, 
ais, mule) in rapid and impethous venemence of tone and 
utterance. ; 

He continued this for a length of I dare fay fome miles, over 
an uncultivated trat, here and there iaterfected with channels 
formed by rills of water in the periodical rains; thickly fer 
with low furze, ferns, and other dwarf bufhes,and broken up 
and down into little hi! lise His horfe carried him clean ovec 
i 





all: And though mine was every minute ftumbling and nearly 
down, yet with a dexterity iftexpreflible, and a vigour altogether 
amazing, he Sennen up by the bridle, an! Ima 
him gallantly over ev ery thing. I was alto 

at all this, and toward the end as much pleafed as aftontihed; 
which he perceiving, cried out freq rently and triumphancly, 
© 0, la Franzi ! Heli ! Heli! Frangil? and at lat drawing 
in the horf. es, ftoppi xin, fhort, and looking me ful l in the face, 
exclaimed in lingua Franca, “ Que dice, Frangi—Quye dice ?” 
For fome time i was inc ipal le of Making him an ly aufwer, but 


Continued lurveying him from head to foot as the > moit extraor- 
; dinar} 
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dinary favage I had ever behald; while he ftroked his whitkers 
with great {elf-complacency and compofure, and nodded his 
head every now and then, as much as to fay, ay, ay, it is fo! 
look at me! am not Ia very capital fellow ?—* A capital 
fellow indeed you are,” faid I, * but I with I was well outof 
your confounded clutches.” 

We alighted on the brow of a fmall hill, whence was to be 
feen a full and uninterrupted profpe& of the country all round, 
The interpreter coming up, he called to him and defired him 
to explain to me carefully the meaning of what he was about 
to fay; whichI will give youas nearly as I can in his own 
words, as they were tranflated by the linguift : 

“ You fee thofe mountains yonder,” faid he, pointing to the 
eaft ; © thofe arein the province of Kurdeftan, inhabited by 
a vile race of robbers called Jefides, who pay homage toa God 
of their own called Jefid (Jefus) and worfhip the Devil from 
fear. They live by plunder, and often defcend from thole 
mountains, crofs the Tigris which runs between them and us, 
and plunder and ravage this country in bands of great number 
and formidable ftrength, carrying away into flavery all they can 
catch, and killing all who refift them, This country therefore, for 
fome diftance round us, is very dangerous to travellers, whole 
only fafery lies in flight. Now it was our misfortune this 
morning to get a very bad horfe for which pleafe Alla (ftroking 
his whifkers) fome one fhall receive the baftinado. Should we 
meet with a band of thofe curds, what could we do but fly? 
And if you, Frangi, rode this borfe, and I that, we could never 
efcape ; for [ doubt you could not keep him up from falling 
under me, as I did under you : I fhould therefore come down 
and be taken—you would lofe your guide, and mifs your way, 
and 2ll of us be undone. Befides,’”” continued he, “ there 
are many villages here where people live, who, if they only 
fufpeSted you were a Frank, would facrifice you if they could 
to Mahomet, and where of courfe you muft run for it.” 

As foon as the interpreter had explained this to me, 
“ Well,” continued the Tartar, “ what does he fay now to 
it?” Then turning to me, and tofling up his head—“ Que 
dice Frangi ?”” 

“© Why, I fay,” returned I, * that you have fpoken good 
fenfe and found reafon ; and | 2m obliged to you.” 


o 


This, when interpreted fully, operated moft pleafingly upon 
him ; his features relaxed into a broad look of fatisfaction, 
and he faid :—* | will do every thing I can to make you ealy 
and contented : and when I am obftinate,do not refift—for be 
9 “allured 
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aflured I have reafon for it ; and above all things avoid laugh- 
ing inmy prefence. But we fhall reach Moful by and by, and 
probably then we may have no more rides.”” For 1 expected 
to get down the river Tigris from Moful to Bagdad, and 
had told him fo, and he encouraged me with the expectation. 

That night we came toa caravanfera, which lay at fome 
diftance froma village. Here the Tartar, picafed with him- 
flf for the condu& of the day, and pleafed with me for my ape 
ptobation of it, ordered a moft admirable fupper; an not only, 
as was very Common with him, rejected the beft difh in order 
to prefent it to me, but alfo feleted for me the choiceft bits of 
thofe upon thetable. Hethen ordered wine, obferving that 
the fatigue of a Government meffenger demanded indulgence; 
and ufing a falvoof my fuggeftion on a former occafion, viz. 
that the prophet would not be offended with travellers more 
than with the fick for taking it as it were medicinally. 

Weaccordingly had wine, and admirable it was, though by 
no means equal tothat we drank at Diarbeker. 1 took little 
however, andthe Tartar was much furprifed at my abitemiouf- 
nels; remarking, that he never faw a Frank before that was 
nota downright hog when he got the cup to his lips. My 
taking itin fmall portions, while we drank itas we do table 
beer, particularly aftonifhed him. Before he lay down on his 
couch, he gave orders for horfes, threatening the people with 
fevere caftigation if they gave bad ones; holding upas an ex- 
ample the perfon that gave us the {tumbling horfe that day, 
whohe declared fhould be baftinadoed as foon as he returned, 
if there was a Cadi within twelve leagues of him, and I dare 
tofay that he kept his word mott retigioufly. 

The next morning we had excellent cattle ; fear produced 
wonders among them, and wefet forward juft as the fun rofe. 
As we entered the firit village I was fomewhat alarmed by pers 
ceiving my guide draw up his horle—deliberate—mutter to 
bimfelt—and feem rather unealy while he viewed a crowd that 
was up the ftrect before us; fo:ne of whom I perceived to be 
agitated with fome extraordinary motions of the body, while 
one man ftood in the middle rolling his body into a variety of 
frange contortions,— Che Tartar, for a minute or two, feemed 
tobe debatinz within himfeif whether he fhould proceed or 
ura about: At length putting me on his left hand, he fet for- 
ward at full {peed, leaving the crowd onhis right, who, fecing 
Werapidity of our pace, flew on one fide, and let us pals. 
We foon however heard (houting behind us, and could hear 
phainly the words “ Ghiaour ! Frangi Cucu!” aud looking 
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back, perceived feveral ragged men like favages purfuing us, 
lifting ftones occafionally, and cafting them after us with all 
their might. The fpeed of our horles at lait; got us out of 
both fight and hearing ; andI plainly perceived, and was for 
the firft time convinced, that my guide’s conduct was directed 
by found fenfe, fpirit, good faith and integrity. 


(To be continued.) 





Anecdotes of great Memory,. and aftonifhing Powers of 
Calculation, poffeffed by Fedediah Buxton an Englh 
Peafant. 


ISTORY furnifhes us with many inftances of perfons re. 
markable for the ftrength of their memories, which, 
when we refle@ on the extent of that faculty in the generality 
of mankind, might be confidered as fabulous, were not fome of 
them too well attefted to be doubted. 

Jedediah Buxton, a poor, illiterate Englifh peafant, who 
died fome years ago, was remarkable for his knowledge of the 
relative proportions of numbers, their powers, and progreflive 
denominations. To thefe o jects he applied the whole force 
of his mind, and upon thefe his attention was fo conftantly 
rivetted, that he frequently took no notice of external objeds, 
and when he did, it was enly with refpe€t to their numbers, 
If any {pace of time was mentioned betore him, he would foon 
after fay, that it contained fo many minutes; and if any 
diftance, he would affign the number of hair-breadths in it, 
even when no queflion was afked him by the company. 

Being required to multiply 456 by 378, he gave produd, by 
mental arithmetic (for he could neither read nor write) as foon 
as a perfonin company had completed itin the common way, 
Being requefted to work it audibly, that his method might be 
known, he multiplied 456 firlt by 5, which produced 2280; 
this he again multiplied by 20, and found the product 45,600; 
which was the multiplicand multiplied by 100 ; this produét 
he again multiplied by 3, which produced 136,800, the fum of 
the mult plicand multiplied by 300. It remained, therefore, 
to multiply this by 78, which he effedled by multiplying 2280 
(ihe product of the muitiplicand multiplied by 5) by 1535 
times 15 being 753 this produft, bcing 34.200, he added to 
136,800, which was the multiplicand muluplied by 300 5 and 
this produced 171,000, which was 375 times 456, ‘Io come 
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piete his operation, therefore, he multiplied 456 by 3, which 
produced 1,368, and having added this number to 171,000,° 
he found the product of 456 multiplied by 378 to be 
172,368. : ; 

By this it appears that Jedediah’s method of arithmetic was 
entirely his own, and that he was fo little acquainted with the 
common rules, as to multiply 456 firft by 5, and the product by 
20, to find what fum it would produce multiplied by 100 5 
whereas, had he added two cyphers to the figures, he would 
have obtained the produét all at once. 

A perfoa, who heard of his aftonifhing performance, meeting 
with him accidentally, in order to try his calculating powers, 
propofed to him the following queftion, Admit a field to be 
423 yards long, and 383 broad, what is the area? After the 
figures were read to him diftin&lly, he gave the true product, 
162,009 yards, in the {pace of two minutes; for the propofer 
obferved by his watch how long each operation took him. 
Thefame perfon afked him, how many acres the faid field 
meafured ? and in eleven minutes he replied, 33 acres, one 
rood, 35 perches, 20 yards anda quarter. He was then afked, 
bow many barley corns would reach eight miles. In a minute 
and a half he anfwered, 1,520,640 barley corns. He was 
likewife atked, {uppofing the diftance between York and Lone 
don to be 204 miles, how many times will a coach-wheel turn 
tound in that fpace, allowing the circumference of the wheel 
to be fix yards? In thirteen minutes he anfwered, 59,840 
times, 

Though thefe inftances, which are well authenticated, are 
faficient proofs of Jedediah’s aftonifhing ftrength of mind, for 
the further fatisfa€tion of the curious I fhall fubjoin the follow 
ing: Being afked, how Jong after the firing of one of the 
cannons at Retford, the report might be heard at Houghton- 
park, the diftance being five miles, and fuppofing the found to 
move at the rate of 1142 feet in one fecond of time; he ree 
plied, after about a quarter of an hour, in 23 feconds, 7 thirds, 
and that 46 remained. He was then atked, admit 3,584 
brocoli plants are fet in rows, four feet afunder, and the plants 
feven feet apart, in a reCtangular plot of ground, how much 
land will thefe plants occupy? In near halt an hour, he {faidy 
two acres, one rood, eight perches and a half. 

This extraordinary man would ftride over a piece of land 
ora field, and tell the contents of it with as much exaétnefs as 
ifhe had meafured it by the chain. In this manner he 
Vou. XXVIII, 702, R meafured 
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meafured the whole Lordthip of Elmeton*, of fome thoufands 
acres, belonging to Sir John Rhodes, and brought him the 
contents, not only in acres, roods, and perches, but even in 
fquare inches. After this, he reduced them, for his own 

amufement, into fquare hair-breadths, computing about 48 to 
each fide of the inch, which produced fuch an incomprehenfible 
number as appeared ‘altogether aftenithing. 

The only objets of Jedediah’s curiofity, next to figures, 
were the King and Royal Family ; and his defire to fee them 
was fo ftrong, that in the beginning of {pring 1754, he walked 
up to London for that purpete! but was obliged to return difap- 
pointed, as his Majefty had removed to Kenfington, jutt as he 
atrived in town. He was, however, introduced to the Royal 
Society, whom he ‘called the * Volk of the Siety Court.” 
The gentlemen, who were then prefent, afked him feveral 
queftions in arithmetic, to prove his abilities, and difmifled him 
with a handiome gratuity. 

During his refidencein London he was carried to fee the 
tragedy of King Richard III. performed at Drury-lane play- 
houfe; and it was expected that the novelty of every thing in 
this place, together with the fplendour of the furrounding 
objects, would have fixed him in aftonifhinent, or that his paf- 
fions would, in fome degree, have been roufed by the action of 
the performers, even if he did not fully comprehend the 
dialogue. But his thoughts were oth erwife employed. 
Duting the dances his attention was engaged in reckoning the 
number of fteps. After 2 fine piece OF mufic, he declared, 
that the innumerable founds produced | by the inftruments pet- 
plexed him beyond meaiure. But he counted the words uttered 
by Mr. Garrick, ‘in the whole courfe of the tragedy ; and 
affirmed that inthis be had perfeétly fuccecded. 

Born to no fortune, and brought up to no particular profel- 
fion, Jedediai Buxton fapported himfelf by the labour of his 
hands ; and though his talents, had they been properly culti- 


vated, might have qualified him for acting a diftinguifhed part 
on the theatre of Jife, he purfued “ the noifeleis tenor of his 
way,” fufficiently' contented if he could gratify the wants 
of nature, and proc re a daily fubfiftence for himfelf and 
familv. ‘ 

If his enjoyments were few, they feem to have been tully 
equivalent to his with¢ a hough favourcd by nature in 3 

very 


} 


* Elmeton, a fmail village near Cheflerficld, was the place of 
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wry fingular manner, and though the powers of his mind raifed 
him far above his humble companions, who earned their bread 
in the like manner by the fweat of their brow, ambitious 
thoughts never interrupted his repofe; nor did he, on his 
return from London, regret the lofs of any of thofe delicacies 
which he had left behind him. Fully fatished with his ruftic 
fare, he defpifed the luxuries of the great 3 and while his chief 
pleafure was to exercife his mind by calculation, he was {till 
of opinion that a flice of rufty bacon afforded the moft deli- 
cious repatt. 

J. Buxton was a married man, and had feveral children. 
He died in 1778, being about feventy years of age. 

Whenany perfon afked him to calculate a queftion, he 
would fit down, take off his old brown hat, and refting upon 
his ftick, which was generally a very crooked one, he would 
fetto work. He moltly wore on his head either a linen or 
woollen cap, with a handkerchief thrown carelefsly round his 
neck, 


GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
For. F-U Lr, 1796. 


HE exertions of France, exceeding even the anticipae 
tions of thofe who were moft fenfible of the refources 

of liberty, have excited the wonder of the world for feveral 
years paft, and at Jaft thrown it into amazement. Her exer- 
tions on the Rhine have not been flackened by her enterprifes 
in Italy ; nor her force in Italy diminifhed by her efforts on 
the Rhine. On the contrary, combining operations of war 
ona grand f{cale, fhe feems to unite her armies in Italy with 
her armies in Germany, in one magnificent {yftem of military 
Coradion, Her plan, though not yet fully developed, feems 
tounfold itfelf more and more. If we compare the moves 
ments of Buonaparte in Italy with the pofitions and apparent 
deftinations of her armies in Germany, and, above all, with 
the late movements of her allies, the Prudiians, and particularly 
their reduction of Nuremberg, and eftablifhing a great mili- 
tary force in that city—if we compare all thele fteps with one 
another, we fhall be inclined to conclude, that it is the general 
plan of the French to furround the Emperor by a wide circle, 
at the fam: time that they divide and deftroy his interaal power, 
by an interior circle, The French armies hem in and con- 
R 2 tract 
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tract the quarters of the Auftrians more and more on the 
Rhine. The pofition of the Pruffians at Nuremberg pre. 
cludes the army under the Archduke from retreating by the 
way of the Danube, otherwife than through their connivance; 
which, according to the ufual policy of the court of Berlin, 
mutt be purchafed by fome important conceflion. In a word, 
according to human views, the abafement, if not the ruin, of 
the Houle of Autftria, is faft approaching. Yet thele, in all 
things, particularly in war, and more efpecially ftill, in war 
conducted on fo gigantic and unufual a ftyle, are very thor 
and uncertain. A little time may produce a new order of af- 
fairs. The vaftnefs of the French defigns is more impofing 
to the imagination than alarming to reafon ; for their very 
conquefts muft weaken them, unlefs, indeed, they can effeda 
revolution not in government only, but in the hearts of the 
people in whofe territories they plant their garrifons, or march 
their victorious armies, Whether can they extend their em- 
pire, and give the law to willing nations, is a problem not 
to be determined in the midft of campaigns, however fuccelse 
ful. Certain it is, thatthe Dutch begin to feel the weight 
of their chains—and however panic ftruck the Italians may 
be for a time, the infults ftill more than the rapacity of the 
French muft infli@ a wound of rankling refentment. The 
Dutch have lately given vent to their groans, if not in their 
political affemblies, over-awed by their invaders, yet on fo- 


lemn fafts in their churches. Tney confider, very judicioully, 


that in the church there is little chance of being interrupted 
by Frenchmen. Were their devotion fincere and ardent, it 
might yet blow their invaders out of their country: But we 
much fear that their religion, as well as their patriotifm, has 
become extremely languid. 

The republic, though humbled at fea, does not negled her 
fettlements in the Weft Indies, or abandon them withouta 
ftruggle. They have found means of reinforcing tlieir prin+ 
cipal garrifon in St. Domingo. 

Military preparations are on foot in Spain, by fea and land; 
although the dectarations of the court, as the interefts of the 
kingdom, are ftill on the fide of peace. It is natural to con 
jeCture, that the old ftumbling-block, the old rock of offence, 
is, no doubt, at the bottom of this. Let us confolidate peace 
with the Spaniards, by the ceffion of Gibraltar. This will 
not only ward off their attempts, in conjunétion with the 
French, on Jamaica; but may unite their force with out’s for 
humbling, if not expelling, the French in St, Domingo. It 

is 


















































is pr 
maic: 
Fren 
mour 
that ¢ 
ocean 
ceflio 
Ita 
panic. 
by rel 
fucce! 
co-op 
Gern 
which 
formi 
_ 
erm 
flock 
teAlior 
In) 
forme: 
fine bt 
lent. 
jes ¢ 
to ren 
eye, at 
other | 
dire 
the {pi 
when t 
for fur 
thaken 
It is 
Notion 
quefis 
acquir: 
they hi 
Nificen 
the jea 
Other 4 
as pro 
they Ww 
Corfic: 
May b 














THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 113 


is pretty plain that we muft give upeither Gibraltar or Ja- 
maica——They talk of fome fecret compact between the 
French and Spaniards for difpofing of Portugal, fo as to hu- 
mour the ambition of Spain, glorying in her plus ultra; and 
that of France aiming, ultimately, at the command of the 
ocean.—But great events fallow each other in too quick fuc- 
ceffion to leave any leifure for commenting on conjectures. 

Italy is,in moft parts, over-run and plundered; and, in all, 
panic-ftruck. The progrefs of the Frenchis not interrupted 
by refiftance ; in fome parts it meets with acclamation. Their 
fuccefles, that command co-a€tion beyond the Alps, threaten 
co-operation, if the tide of affairs be not turned fpeedily, in 
Germany.—T heir numbers, at firft (and this is a circumftance 
which is not perhaps very generally attended to), not fo very 
formidable, increafe as they advance ; for the poor and the op- 
— of which there is a great number both in Italy and 

ermany, without much regarding principles or confequences, 
flock to the ftandard that affords immediate relief and pro- 
tedlion. 

In Italy, the conduét of the French is a contraft. to that of 
former hordes of barbarians, in one refpeét. They refpect 
fine buildings, pictures, ftatues, and every thing that is excele 
lent, They carry their refpect to the two laft-mentioned fub- 
je@s of art rather too far—they fend them to Paris, in order 
to render that capital the feat of the arts, to attract the popular 
eye, and amufe the lively fancy of their countrymen. On the 
other hand, this elegant and refined f{pecies of robbery has a 
dire tendency to diflolve the rciigious fyftem, and to break 
the fpirits of thofe fanatics from whom they are taken. For 
when the true fpirit of Chriftianity is loft, and the church refts 
for {upport on fuch perifhable pillars as pi€tures, it is eafily 
thaken and fubverted. 

It is not impoffible but the French begin now to entertain 
notions of difpofing of their armies fo as to retain their con-. 
quefls in Italy ; and, by means of garrifons and treaties, of 
acquiring the empire of the Mediterranean. Three enemies 
they have to encounter that will infallibly fruftrate fuch mag- 
hificent projects : The climate of Italy ; their own paffions ; 
the jealoufy and refentment, not only of the Italians, but of 
other nations. Had the Englifh merchants at Leghorn been 
% provident as the Britifh Conful at that port was vigilant, 
they would have removed in good time with their effects to 
Corfica, The importance of this place to Great Britain 
may become greater, than, on its conqueft, was apprehended, 
Let 
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Let the harbours and keys be improved ; and let ftreets, having 
Englifh names, be built after the Englifh manner; and let 
Coriica be our grand rendezvous in the Mediterranean.—Let 
us, by other refting places, as at Meffina, Candia, &c. forma 
chain of communication over-land, by the Ifthmus of Suez, 
with India, agreeably toa plan originally conceived by Mr, 
Haftings, and ably recommended ina publication, and offered 
to be executed, by that intelligent and a@iive officer Major 
John Taylor. The bounds of Corfica are in extent equal to 
thofe in Genoa, in fertility greater, and better fecured by local 
fituation.—In our prefent circumftances we ought not to neg. 
leét, but to improve, Corfica. 

It is the object of the French to detach the Princes of 
Germany trom the Head of the Empire. The King of Pruffia 
falls into the fnare.—He has feized Nuremberg ; and has an 
eye (if we may augur any political event from a late meeting 
with the Prince of Denmark) to at leaft a fhare in the fpoils of 
Hamburgh.—But, if the Houfe of Auftria thall ftand, as itis 
for the intereft of Europe it fhould, the Pruffian dominions 
are, one day, to be fhared between the Auftrians and Ruffians, 

The Turks, itis believed, are more and more influenced by 


the councils of the French ; who ufe all means to perfuade | 


them to adopt European tactics, and other improvements, and 
to ftir them up, at the prefent favourable crifis, to war with the 
Roffians and Auftrians. If the fuccefles of France thall be 
prolonged beyond the prefent campaign, it is probable that the 
‘burks may fall on the Auftrians. 

It was, no doubt, the policy of the Emprefs of Ruffia, who 
detefted the Republic without loving the Auftrians, io Jet both 
partics exhauft themfelves; being determined however, as far 
as in her power, to prevent the uncontrolled Empire, in 
Germany, of either—the feems to have refted too long on her 
arms,—Her views and arms are occupied in the eaft. The 
Ruffians have reduced the town and fortrefs of Derbent, with 
an adjacent territory on the Perfian gulph; which is {aid to 
open a road to further conquett. 

Intermarriages are on foot between different branches of the 
Houfe of Oldenburgh ; to which alfo the Emprefs Catharine Il, 
is nearly allied : And every thing in the north, at prelent, wears 
a pacific afped. 

The arms of Great Britain have reduced St. Lucia, St 
Vincent, and Grenada. At fea the has fultained ber naval re 
putation by fome exploits of extraordinary gallantry 3 though 
on a {mall fcale of force.—A new treaty of commerce has been 
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ratified with America; and, on the whole, there is at leaft no 
immediate caufe of defpondency in refpect of affairs naval and 
commercial. 

Itis to be apprehended, indeed, if France fhall be permitted 
toretain pofleflion of the fea coaft from Cape Finifterre to 
Embden, and, at the fame time, to domineer in Italy, and open 
orfhut ports as they pleafe, that the commercial and naval 
power of the republic will preporiderate as much as her 
military power. Such anevent, on fuch a fuppofition, would 
bein the natural courfe of things. It is not, however, proba- 
blethat the French will be ale toretain the poffeffion of Italy, 
And, if they did, Britain might long flourifh as a great com- 
mercial and naval power. ‘Ihe wants of the nations on the 
continent, even thofe of France herfelf, would be fupplied 
from. England, dire@ly, in times of peace, and circuitoufly in 
timesof war. While we fhall be able to retain the India 
trade, there is no fear that ever our commerce will ftagnate in 
Europe. 

The refources of Britifh power are of fuch a nature that, 
though remote from each other in point of local fituation, they 
ae approximated by facility of communication. The ocean, 
which divides the territorizs of the Britifh empire, unites its re 
fources. It is poffible, by a due attention to political ceco- 
homy, to every thing that may encourage navigation and trade, 
tomanufactures, to agriculture, which is the bafis of all, and 
tothe {tate of the labouring poor, to whom the poflibility and 
hope fhould be held up of becoming, through induftry and good 
habits, independent cultivators of the foil—to the poffeflion of 
{mall farn. s—it is poflible, by duc attention to thefe things, and 
toall that falls within the province of political economy, to 
Maintain our power and ra k inthe fcale of nations, until the 
Vcifitudes iF human affairs m ay bring about an arrangement 
in the affairs of Europe that may render the power of France, 
which threatens, at prefent, fo decided a preponderancy, leis 
formidable, 

We do not, by any means, wifh for a change of our happy 


contitution ‘ant a ret ubli an form “a Government. It is 
polible, however, to enjay all the liberty, juftice, and natural 
fights, that are refpected in 1 publics, under our mixed mo- 
machy: Toenjoy them with greater peace, fecurity, and ad- 
Vantage, But oever was hibert ty, juftt ce, and the natural rights 
of mankind, more flagrantly -violated, im when the great 
mafsof mankind are excluded from the cultivation of the foil, 


andall participation in tac fpontancous fruits of the. earth. 


‘ The 
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*¢ The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nefts; 
but the fons of men have not where to lay their heads,” 
The workers of the ground, on whom we all depend, whether 
they fleep or wake, are {ubject -to the command of a matter, 
Their. fituation, in fact, differs from that of flavery more in 
name than in nature. God forbid that any of our legiflators 
fhould dream of agrarian laws, fuch as the demagogues of 
Rome contended for : But an intelligent and active member of 
the Britith fenate, who fhould devote his life to the enaction of 
fuch a law as fhould, by eafy gradations, and the improvement 
of contingencies, raife the actual cultivator to an intereft in 
and fecure pofleflion of fome {mall portion of the foil, would 
biefs his country, obtain favour of Heaven, and render his 
name immortal. 





An ANECDOTE, 


R. JOHNSON, inthe earlier life of both, was on terms 
of intimate friendfhip with Mrs, Brooke, the author of 
Julia Mandeville, &c. When that lady was about to accom. 
pany her hufband to Canada, the Doétor called a few days bee 
fore her departure, to take his leave of her. On his introduce 
tion, he found her in the midft of a large circle of friends, 
who were affembled for the fame purpofe. After a thort ftay, 
he bade her adieu, and went down ftairs. In a few minutes, 
the fervant came to inform his miftrefs that fhe was wanted in 
the parlour. Mrs. Brooke acgordingly obeyed the fummons, 
and, to her great furprife, faw the Doétor fitting. with much 
compofure in an elbow chair. ** Madam,” faid he, with his ufual 
folemnity, “ I did not choofe to take folong a leave of foolda 
friend without giving her a kifs; and as I did not thinkit 
proper to take this liberty before fo many people, I fent for 
you, that I might take a falute without our being liable to any 
impertinent obfervation.” With great formality the DoGor 
faluted his female friend, and departed. 





AREFLECTION. 


le virtuous tendencies of young minds fhould be cares 
fully improved ; nothing is more pernicious than fuch 
examples and converfation as are calculated to rob the juvenile 
mind of the bluth of innocence, and to render it infenfiblete 
reproof when conicious of having done wrong. : 
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For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
QUALITIES of 2 GOOD WIFE, 


Good wife fhould be like three things, which three things 
; fhe fhould not be like. 

rf She fhould be like a fnail, always keep within her own 
houfe; but fhe fhould not be like a fnail, to carry all fhe has 
upon her back. 

ad, She fhould be like an echo, and {peak when fhe is fpoke 
to; but fhe fhould not be like an echo, always to have the lait 
word. 

3d. She fhould be like a town clock, always keep time and 
regularity; but fhe fhould not be like a town clock, to fpeak 
foloud that all the towa may hear her. 

NEDDY. 
Honiton. 


dnfwer, by F. Commins, of Tavi tock, to Philagathus’s Charade, 
inferted April 25. 


Y {weet enchantment to my view, 
The precious jewel, HONESTY appear’d; 
Whofe dictates did mankind but more purfue, 
This earth would witnefs n> fuch outrages 
As daily obfervation proves exift : 
Oh! honefty! thou fure and faithful friend } 
May’ ft chou my partner be thro’ every fcene ! 
Thea thall I dread nor poverty nor death ; 
But confcious virtue and integrity 
Shall add a jailing honour to my name, 
And crown my days with happinefs and peace. 
*.* We have received the likc anfwer from R. I. of Gul- 
rl; P, Hoare, of Stoke Climfland; W. Hoare, of Dean 
> 


».* : ' : ce 7 , 
Mor; and 1. Bullock, of St. Columbe. 








Aifwer, by B, C. Fowler, of Chard, to Thomas Bullock's Charade, 
inferted Vay 2. 
“THE nymph that [ love to my heart is more dear 
£ ‘Vhan gold to the mifer, or harp to the ear; 
More {weet than are Phiiomel’s notes in the vale, 
Or land to the mariner after long fail ; 
¢ 
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More fweet e’en than wine to Bacchus’s race, 
Or {port to the fportiman when he’s in full chafe ; 
Totell of her modefty, void of all art, 

Would require too much time: So adieu my Sweet- Heart, 


I+] We have received the following anfwer from Coals, 
and R. White, of Plymouth; W. Nedwab, of Plymouth. 
Dock ; T.Greenflade, and W. Perham, of Chard academy; 
G. Harrifon, junior, of Eaft Coker; P. Hoare, of Stoke 
Climfland; J.Commins, of Taviftock; J. Turner, of Lang. 


port; T. 


Whicker, of Exon; and R. I. of Gulval. 





4A CHARADE, by Philomathes, of Modbury, 


Kitchen implement, my firft, defcry ; 
Whence wit fhould flow, unto my next apply; 


Thefe parts, my friend, when right connected, 
A famous road will be detected. 





A REBUS, by W Colenfoya Pupil at Mr. Fennell’s Schul a 


6 





Penzance. 


E Searned fcribblers, wits of fame, 
If you'll my firft explain, 

An animal be pleas’d to name ; 

A bird you'll next obtain ; 
A name of Bacchus for my next 

You will be pleas’d to tell ; 
And now an animal find out, 

In England known full well ; 


A number next; a tool that you 
In barbers’ fhops may fee ; 

And now, ye gents, you muft define, 
A well-known Englith tree; 

A Spartan now find out who in 
The Theban war was flain; 

And thena King of Theflaly, 
Kind Sirs, you muft explain; 

A coin, kind youths, you’ll now point out; 
Laftly a fith expound: 

And then my whole will thew a root, 
That’s in the garden found, 


POETRY. 
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SONG in PRAISE of GOD. 


[The following beautiful performance is taken from Rofcoe’s Life 
of Lorenzo de Medici. Mr. Roicoe obferves, that in it the au- 
thor has ‘* tempered the fublimity of the Hebrew original, with 
the fofter notes of the Italian mufe.”} 


LL nature hear the facred fong! 
Attend, ohearth! the folemn {rain : 
Ye whirlwinds wild that fweep along ! 
Ye darkening forms of beating rain! 

Umbrageous looms, and foreits drear, 

And folitary defarts, hear ! 
Be till, ye winds ! whilft tothe Maker’s praife 
"The creature of his power afpires his voice to raife, 


Oh! may the folemn breathing found, 
Like incenfe, rife before the throne. 
When he, whofe glory knows no bound, 
Great caufe of all things! dwells alone. 
Tis he I fing, whofe powerful hand 
Balanc’d the tkies, out{pread the land ; 
Who f{pake—from ocean’s ftores {weet waters came, 
And burit refplendent forth the heaven-afpiring flame. 


One general fong of praife arife 
Tohim, whofe goodnefs ceafelefs flows ; 
Who dwells enthron’d beyond the fkies, 
And life and breath on all beftows. 

Great fource of intelle@! his ear 

Benign receives our vows fincere, 
Rife then my aétive powers, your tafk fulfil, 
And give to him your praife, refponfiveto my will, 


Partaker of that living ftream 
Of light, that pours an endlefs blaze, 
h! let thy ftrong reflected beam, 
My underftanding, fpeak his praife ; 
My foul, io ftedfait love fecure, 
Praife him whofe word is ever fure ; 
To him, folejuft, my fenfe of right incline, 
Join every proftrate limb, my ardent {pirit, join ! 


Let all of good this bofom fires, 
To him, fole good ! give praifes due; 
Lec all thetruth himfelf infpires, 
Unite to fing him, only true. 
To him my every thought afcend, 
To him my hopes, my wifhes bend. 


From 
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From earth’s wide bounds let louder hymns arife, 
And his own word conveys the pious facrifice. 


In ardent adoration join’d, 


Obedient to thy holy will, 


Let ali my faculties combin’d, 


Thy juit defire, oh God ! fulfil. 


From thee deriv’d, Eternal King! 
To thee our nobleft powers we bring ; 


Oh 


! may thy hand direct our wandering way, 


Oh! bid thy light arife, and chafe the clouds away, 


Eternal Spirit ! whofe command 


Light, life, and being, gave to all ; 


Oh! hear the creature of thy hand, 


Man, conftant on thy goodnefs call. 


By fire, by water, air, and earth, 
"That foul to thee that owes its birth; 
By thefe he fupplicates thy bleft repofe, 
Abfent from thee no reft his wandering {pirit knows. 


7 he 
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LONDON STUDENT?’s WISH. 


i ye ye dire fates, this one requeft, 


“é 


«é 


And if ye grant it, lam ble: 
I’d in fome country town refide, 
Near which the riv’lets gently glide ; 
Where I may breathe the {weeteft air, 
Which makes the vifage brifk and fair ; 
Where in my garden I may walk, 
And with the charms of nature talk ; 
And taftea thoufand charms befide, 
Which in a country life refice ; 
Of London’s charms no more I’d tell, 
But underneath my bower would dwell ; 
And pity from my heart the great, 
Who love to fit in chairs of itate; 
‘There with my friend I’d fweetly chat, 
Now talk of this,and then of that ; 
W hile fycophants and courtiers quarrel, 
Whofe tavour’d head fhall wear the laurel ; 
utah! I’d ne’er forget my bower, 
Vherel fhali fpend the happy hour ; 
sive way to thought, and wander far, 
ill I behold the evening {tar ; 
Adviling meto feek my nightly reft, 
And thauk my God I am fo highly bleft.” 


fA ew 


> 


> cire Dates, this one requelt, 
; 


dif yegrantit Lam bleit 


J. —, Junior. 
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